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Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. Q (sent to the applicant aitd to the International Bureau) a total of 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
mid/or sh-^ets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Admimstrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure m the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to tlie International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— — — ; > containing a sequence listing and/or tables related tiiereto, in computer 

read^le foim only, as indicated m die Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of die 
Administrative Instructions). 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/016331 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an imitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 



The international application as originally filed/fiimished 
I I the description: 

pages ^ .asorigmallyfiled/fumished 

pages* _^ received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

[ I the claims: 

pages ^, asorigmallyfiled/fumished 

pages* » as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* ^ received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

I 1 the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* ^ received by this Authority on 

Q a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I tiie drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing ^pecij^;^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing ^pac{i9^:. 



4. 1 I Tliis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosing as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages ' 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing (3(pecij5^: 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): _ 



♦ ff item 4 applies, some oraUof those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 


1. 1 1 in respuiisc lo wk inviutuon lo resuici or pay acicuuuiiai iccs uic appiicaiii nas* 




1 1 restricted the claims. 




1 1 paid additional fees. 




1 1 paid additional fees imder protest 




1 1 neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 





This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not con^lied with and chose» according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite tiie applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Autiiority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. U 13.2 and 13.3 is 

complied with. 
^1 not complied with for tihe following reasons: 

A xmtter common to claims 1-17 is a reference to a resin prepared by crosslinking a methyl vinyl ether- 
maleic anhydride copolymer with a multifunctional isocyanate compound disclosed in claim 1. 

As a result of examination, however, it is found that a resin prepared by crosslinking a methyl vinyl 
ether-maleic anhydride copolymer with a multifunctional isocyanate compound is described in docxmients 1 and 
2 (Document 1: the claims; page 2, upper right column, line 5 to page 3, upper left column, line 18, and page 5, 
upper right column, line 12 to lower left column, line 9. Document 2: the claims; page 3, upper left column, line 
19 to page 4, lower right column, line 14; page 5, lower right column, line 7 to page 7, lower left column, line 5, 
and page 8, lower left column, line 3 to lower right column, line 12). Therefore, the resin does not appear to be 
novel. 

This being the case, the resin of claim 1 does not go beyond the range of prior art and so this common 
matter does not appear to be a specific technical feature in the sense of the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 

On the assunoption as stated above, the subject matters of claims 1-17 would be as follows. 

The subject matters of claims 1-5 and 16 are a liquid-absorbing composite characterized by containing 
powder of the said pubUcly known resin and a binder resin, and a nonaqueous electrolyte battery pack using the 
said liquid-absorbing composite as an electrolytic solution-absorbing member. 

The subject matters of claims 12-15 relate to the method for preparing the said publicly known 
crossUnked resin characterized in that a methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride copolymer is dissolved into a 
solvent having an SP value of 9 to 14 so as to make the weight percentage of the liquid-absorbing crosslinked 
resin 3 to 35 and adding a multifunctional isocyanate compound to the solution to allow crosslinking reaction. 

The subject matters of claims 6-11 and 17 relate to a liquid-absorbing sheet characterized in that the said 
publicly known resin layer is formed on one side of a support base, and a nonaqueous electrolyte battery pack 
using the liquid-absorbing sheet as an electrolytic solution-absorbing member. 

Thus, there is no common matter to all claims. 

Since there is no other common matter considered to be a special technical feature in the sense of the 
second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2, no technical relationship in the sense of PCT Rule 13 is found among tiiose 
different inventions. 

Accordingly, the subject matters of claims 1-17 do not meet the requirement of unity of invention. 



4. Consequendy, tiiis report has been established in respect of tiie following parts of the intemational ^plication: 
IXI all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-5, 12-17 



6-11 



I-S, 12-17 



6-11 



1-17 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and e3q)lanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 58-46959, A (Nitto Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 18 March, 1983 (18.03.83) 
Document 2: JP, 4-176469, A (Terumo CJoip.), 24 June, 1992 (24.06.92) 

Since the subject matters of claims 6-1 1 are disclosed in documents 1 and 2 (Document 1: the claims; 
page 2, upper right column, line 5 to page 3, upper left column, line 18, and page 5, upper right colvmm, line 12 
to lower left colunm, line 9. Document 2: the claims; page 3, upper left column, line 19 to page 4, lower right 
colmnn, line 14; page 5, lower right column, line 7 to page 7, lower left colimin, line 5, and page 8, lower left 
colunm, line 3 to lower right column, line 12), they do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step. 

(When the subject matters of claims 6-1 1 are compared to the subject matter of claim 1, they look 
different in that the former specifies the mean molecular weight of a methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride 
copolymer but the latter does not They are the same in all other respects. 

Still, the mean molecular weight of methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride copolyiner specified by the 
invention of the present application is in a range of those usually used by a person skilled in the art 
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